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also read a good deal of history and biography. Like
his father, he has often suffered under the imputation
of not being widely read, possibly because he refrains
in his speeches from the bad habit of excessive quota-
tion.

By 1894 he had four white men in his employ and
800 negroes, and with this increase his responsibilities
became even greater, as another extract from a letter
shows:

Last week was one of the most severe I have ever
had. On Friday, as if I had not enough to do other-
wise, three schooners arrived with provisions and
plants. Yesterday, as I had expected a heavy day's
work, I told Arden to come and help me in the
office, but early in the morning a vessel arrived with
sisal leaves. From morn to dewy eve I toiled away,
not even stopping for lunch. By common consent we
never had so many people here before. Another
schooner arrived full of plants, and a vessel from the
south end of the island full of people who brought
island produce to sell, and wished to buy American
provisions. About 9 o'clock in the morning Cash
came to me for whisky, saying he felt faint. I had
to take him up to the house, and leave him there all
the rest of the day unable to do anything. Knowles
and his whole family went off in the middle of the
day to recruit, and a little later Johnson, the circuit
magistrate, came to pay me a visit. Of course
being everywhere short-handed, the shop became
absolutely packed. I had to go in myself, and lend
a hand. We only served the bare necessaries of life,
and then shoved the people out by main force. Late
in the afternoon another vessel came with leaf, and
this morning yet another has come full of plants.
The wharf was already piled high from end to end